The selection camp in October 2017 was not only the start of our Jamboree journey (although we didn’t know it at the time!) but was also a great opportunity to be challenged, and
to meet and work in a team with people that we had never met before. Working together turned out to be something we’d become experts in over the two years of fundraising that
followed.
I went in with the mindset that it was a cheap weekend camp that sounded like a laugh, having already assured my mother I was never going to get in - so she didn't have to worry
about it being a huge commitment! How wrong I was!

Arriving on the Saturday morning, we were put into groups all stood around a field, each wearing a numbered bib to help identify us. Realising there were 200 scouts (of whom I
knew only about 5, none of which were in my group) suddenly made things a lot more daunting. But it turned out to be so much fun! We had various activities to do throughout
Saturday in our groups, like putting up a tent blindfolded, creating an ‘egg-protector’ from balloons, and various puzzles and teamwork challenges to complete. In the evening there
was a big campfire with performances of songs from anyone who wanted to contribute, followed by a wide game in the dark.
On Sunday they switched things up, taking us out mixed-age groups, and instead putting us into new teams with others who were all a similar age. Activities continued; for example
writing a list of fundraising ideas together, as well as the more active and team building type games we'd had on the previous day.
I remember meeting so many cool people that weekend! You get to know each other quickly when you spend all day and every meal together. Seeing so many amazing people at
selection camp made me think 'I've really got no chance' more and more as the weekend went on. When I opened the letter telling me that I had been offered a place in the Unit it
was one of the most exciting moments I have ever experienced! I had no idea about the incredible adventures yet to come.
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To make sure that everyone could attend the Jamboree, we had to fundraise £160,000. That is a
lot of money! We were warned that this would be relentless, and at times feel never-ending, and
it certainly did require a huge amount of dedication. However, the fundraising actually became one
of my favourite parts of the Jamboree.
I absolutely loved getting to know my Unit; during the fundraising we learnt to work as a team,
found out our different strengths, and allowed some amazing memories to be made. Instead of it
being work, I found it to just be opportunities to meet your best friends and have a laugh (whilst of
course making money too).
From bag packing in supermarkets to litter picks, delivering papers and pitching tents at festivals –
we quickly discovered which fundraising opportunities gave the best return, and of course which
were the most fun. Car washes in the summer heat and carol singing in the freezing cold meant
that fundraising certainly had its ups and downs – but also brought us closer together as a Unit.
To not only meet, but to exceed our target, was an amazing achievement which really showcased
what we were all capable of. I feel so proud to have been part of this journey.
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To help prepare us for the Jamboree, we had 6 training camps, which were a great opportunity
to get to know the rest of the Unit and make new friends. They really helped us to bond as a
team, and to learn vital skills that would be needed at the Jamboree (such as cooking enough
rice for 40 people, without sticking most of it to the bottom of the pan!).
During the camps, we were able to find out what we would be doing at the Jamboree, and also
to have our say on what we wanted to do during our time in New York and Washington DC.
We designed our own Unit badge and clothing, planned fundraising activities, and decided
which Patrols we wanted to be in whilst at the Jamboree.
The training camps were also a lot of fun, and helped create even more unforgettable
memories – such as such as the magnificent sight of Graham and Joff jumping into the
swimming pool! We spent a fantastic day in London, racing around the city to try and visit as
many national embassies as possible. Other camps saw us go climbing, hiking, and trying our
hand at archery and aeroball.
The camps meant that by the time we arrived at the Jamboree, we were organised enough to
get tasks done (relatively) quickly and painlessly as we all knew one another's strengths and
weaknesses. I’ll never forget arriving at the airport in New York, already tired from our long
journey, yet within minutes our holdalls were neatly stacked and with everyone organised and
accounted for – whilst all around us, other Units were sprawled on the floor amidst a chaotic
heap of baggage. It was then I knew just how important the training camps had been, and how
well our Unit therefore worked as a group.
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In the spring of 2019, the moment finally arrived when we were able to collect our UK
Contingent kit; holdalls, rucksacks, uniform and more! It was one of my favourite parts of the
Jamboree journey, as it was at this point that it all started to feel very real.
The Leaders had arranged everyone’s kit into piles, and we had the chance to try on our
uniforms to check that they fitted – watching some of the smaller unit members be
completely swamped by their kit was hilarious, as was seeing Joff trying on the tiny rucksack!
Some of the Unit could fit inside the holdalls, and a lot of laughter echoed around the hall as
we all tested out our new hats and other items. Finally getting our kit felt like a milestone –
we were almost ready to travel to North America.

Upon arriving in the USA, we first spent 24 hours in New
York City – probably the most jam-packed 24 hours of our
lives! We crammed things into every single second, visiting
Central Park, the Empire State Building, Rockefeller Centre,
Brooklyn Bridge, Time Square, and the 9/11 Memorial, as
well as a twilight bus ride around the city. Although so fastpaced that we ended up having to do a 2 mile run at one
point (in temperatures of over 30 degrees!), it was worth it
for the final part of the trip – a speedboat ride around the
Statue of Liberty. I thoroughly enjoyed every moment, and
we definitely made the most of our limited time in this
fantastic city!
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After a long journey we arrived at West Virginia to a campsite the size of Oxford
to pitch our tents alongside 46,000 other scouts from 152 countries. Our
subcamp was known as Charlie 4 and we shared it with Costa Ricans, Brazilians,
Taiwanese and Japanese Scouts as well as a few black bears! We had to lock all
our food and toiletries in a special box to avoid having bears come into our tents –
fortunately we didn’t have any problems, although on some mornings you could
see where the bears had sharpened their claws against nearby trees. The
Jamboree site was astonishing and the atmosphere that was there is impossible
to put into words. You were surrounded by so many different cultures and people
from all across the world and it was easy to talk to them – it was as if you had
known them for years.
One of my favourite memories from the Jamboree itself was the opening ceremony, which
was amazing, and really set the atmosphere for the rest of the Jamboree. Thanks to Joff’s
crowd navigation skills, and Becky’s insistence at leaving our subcamp super early, we
managed to grab a spot really close to the centre stage. The entertainment was a band
called Recycled Percussion - they used food blenders and ladders to make music and at one
point the drummers and their drum kits were tilted through 90 degrees so they were
hanging in mid-air. I remember being in a crowd full of people from around the world belting
out songs such as Wonderwall and Sweet Caroline as loud as we possibly could. The show
finished with an incredible illuminated drone show - one of my personal highlights. They
flew into many different shapes that represent Scouting and it was an incredible sight
seeing them lit up against the pitch black sky.
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The sense of community at the opening ceremony was beyond incredible. There
simply are no words that can describe it. It didn't matter where you were from or who
your friends were - we were all there, together, ready for 10 days full of fun and
adventure. When the ceremony ended I had nearly lost my voice from all of the
singing, and I distinctly remember not getting any sleep that night - I was just so
excited about what had happened and what adventures were in store for the next
week.
Our subcamp was home to many fantastic experiences. One thing I really enjoyed was
the pot luck dinner held one evening; everyone put their tables out in the road and
each unit made a meal to share with the rest of the subcamp. It was awesome to be
able to try foods from around the world, whilst sitting with people from Australia, the
USA, the Netherlands, Brazil and many more countries. We also participated in a
‘World Cup’ on our subcamp – and were super proud to be declared the winners,
complete with a trophy made from empty tin cans and duct tape!
Days at the Jamboree started very early – so it’s no wonder we were all exhausted by
the end. There was simply so much to do, and so many activities to try. I never thought
of doing mountain biking, yet I went along with my friends, and had an absolutely
fantastic time. Other activities included kayaking, scuba diving, skateboarding, zip
lining and hiking. We even managed to see a black bear in the wild which was
amazing. Downtime was spent mixing with other groups, learning about their culture,
beliefs and food etc. We also had the opportunity to attend discussions and talks on
subjects such as global development, climate change and gender equality.
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One of the best things I took away from the Jamboree were the friends I made. Some of us had used social media
to get in touch with Scouts from other countries before the Jamboree even began, and it was incredible to then
be able to meet each other in person. And of course, every day at the Jamboree involved meeting new people too.
These people are now some of my best friends, even though we live on 5 different continents. It was amazing to
meet so many people from around the world and learn about other cultures. I have learnt so much about
international Scouting and my friends have even been able to teach other people in my home unit about Scouting
and the countries they live in. This summer we had many plans to meet up again - we even had holidays and
birthday parties planned together. Unfortunately some of these plans have now had to be put on hold for a year,
but nevertheless, the Jamboree has given me some of the best friends I could ever ask for, from all corners of the
globe.

Some of my fondest Jamboree memories are of the things we least expected and prepared for
while on site: the storms, the bears, the supermarket trips, the world cup, ceremonies, and of
course, the activities and company! When I first signed up for selection camp, I really had no
idea what to expect. But what we experienced together was beyond my imagination. The thrill
of waking up before the sun to get to the front of an activity queue was crazy. The stories we
got told by other Scouts while trading and exploring gave us insight into how the rest of the
world works. The indescribable amounts of electrolyte drinks (fondly named ‘power piss’ and
‘smurf juice’ by the Unit) we drank was insane to say the least. Not a day went by without
doing something completely new and out of the ordinary. But above all, my average step count
for July and August was truly mind blowing!
8

24th World Scout Jamboree - Oxfordshire Unit

Out of all the ceremonies, the closing ceremony was the best - not because it was the end, but it was a chance to celebrate the last the 2 weeks and all the memories
we had made. Even now just thinking about it I am getting goose bumps. After the formalities of handing over the flag of the Jamboree to Korea, who will host the next
one in 2023, and a rousing verse of the Jamboree song ‘Unlock a Brand New World’ the real show began. It started with a live performance from the a cappella singing
group Pentatonix. Their singing was awesome but even more incredible was when everyone's Novus lit up at the same time creating a light show all around us (the
Novus was the electronic ID wristband that we all wore). The next act was Light Balance - a dance group who were finalists in America's Got Talent. They perform in
complete darkness wearing neon light suits, and the show was simply electrifying. If the night had ended there it would have been amazing, but in fact show kept
getting even bigger. The ceremony finished with an absolutely astonishing firework and laser display – which seemed to go on forever. It was incredible. At this point I
think I fully understood the enormity of what I had been part of. The friends around me, who I had fundraised with week in week out, were becoming more like family,
but I was also a member of an even bigger community - the Scouting movement. The Jamboree experience which we had anticipated for over a year was better than I
could ever have expected it to be.
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The main Jamboree may have been over, but our fun and
adventures certainly were not. Our next stop was Washington
DC, where we spent an afternoon soaking up the sights (and
sun!) including the Washington Monument and Lincoln
Memorial. Many other Scouts from around the world had also
chosen to visit Washington – it was great to keep bumping into
people when we least expected it!

A great surprise was when the Leaders treated us to dinner at
the Hard Rock Café – a reward for all of our fundraising efforts.
After 2 weeks of camp cooking, the burgers and chips were
delicious!
On the second day, we visited some of Washington’s museums,
including the Air & Space Museum and the National Archives
where we got to see the Declaration of Independence. That
evening, we joined the rest of the 4,000 strong UK Contingent
for a ‘Tri-Nation event’ to celebrate the cultures of Mexico, the
USA and Canada, who were the joint host nations for the
Jamboree.
Our final day in Washington was spent experiencing a true
American tradition – baseball. Not only did we get to watch a
match, but also soak up the culture of game day, and indulge in
hotdogs and ice creams too.
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The final part of our Jamboree adventure was hosted hospitality (or HoHo, for short). We
travelled to Montreal in Canada, where the 9th St Thomas de Velleneuve Scout Group
kindly looked after us for a few days. The food was incredible – we arrived to homemade
spaghetti, served with salad and freshly baked doughnuts for dessert. Our hosts helped
us plan a day of sightseeing in Montreal, including the Notre Dame Basilica, a view of the
city from the top of the Place Ville Observatory, and of course climbing the city’s
namesake – Mount Royal. After a surprise pizza dinner in the park, we then went on a
haunted ghost tour of Mount Royal, including the chance to look down on the city at
night.
For our second full day in Montreal, we experienced traditional Canadian Scouting, with a
coded treasure hunt around the local area and a lunch of poutine – chips topped with
cheese curds and gravy! We then visited a local water park, before heading back to the
Scout Hall for a traditional corn roast – the best sweetcorn I have ever tasted – and a
chance to meet some of the Scouts from the area.
All too quickly, it was time to wave goodbye to our hosts in
Montreal, and to travel back to New York to board our flight
home. Needless to say, we were all exhausted, and so the long
coach drive provided a valuable opportunity to catch up on some
much-needed sleep!

11

24th World Scout Jamboree - Oxfordshire Unit

The Jamboree was a two-year long journey that I will never, ever forget. It’s simply impossible to
choose a ‘best bit’ of our Jamboree journey – every step was simply incredible.
Despite the fact it was challenging at times and that the fundraising initially seemed like an
impossible target, the whole experience never ceases to amaze me. I have made friends for life and
have had the opportunity to watch my confidence grow every step of the way. Being part of the
Jamboree Unit has taught me so much – from practical skills to being a better communicator, as
well as becoming more resilient and being willing to try new things. The Jamboree experience has
made me more tolerant of others, conscious and aware of the world around me.
The whole journey exceeded my expectations and the whole unit really became one great big
family. The Jamboree gave me the chance to mix with different cultures, and meet people from all
around the globe. My new friendships, and the memories I have made with them, will last me a
lifetime. I have definitely got the travel bug now, and cannot wait to visit more countries and meet
even more Scouts from around the world.
The Jamboree was honestly the best 2 years of my life. I met lifelong friends and made memories
to go with it. Not only that, it allowed me to grow and learn about myself, and others - a valuable
lesson as I enter adulthood and other roles in Scouting. I would absolutely urge anyone thinking of
applying for the next Jamboree (in South Korea in 2023) or other events like this to just ‘go for it’. I
am so glad that I did!
We would like to thank every single person who helped us to get to the Jamboree, and have such a
life-changing experience. From parents who ferried us to and from fundraising events, to our Scout
Leaders and other volunteers who supported us every step of the way. Thank you to Oxfordshire
Scouts and the County Team for their guidance and encouragement, and of course to the fabulous
Unit Leaders who kept us all smiling even when times were tough.
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When we were first appointed in April 2017, I think
it is safe to say that none of us quite knew what to
expect from our Jamboree journey. Certainly, we
could never have predicted just how much fun this
experience would be!

Being Unit Leaders has been a truly incredible
adventure, and we could not be more proud of the
36 amazing young people who made up the
Oxfordshire Unit. Looking back at photos from the
first Unit meeting, it is hard to believe that these are
the same young people we now know – they have
all grown so much, and in so many different ways,
and are fantastic examples of what young people
can achieve when given the opportunity to shine.
Like them, we too have made friends for life, learnt
new skills and tried new experiences, and have
returned from the Jamboree with many, many
happy memories.
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