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Your Scouting news from across the County

CC Chat
Hi all,

During May we held our annual Awards Day celebration - it was fantastic to see so many attending and to celebrate the
achievements of over 600 young people and a number of our adult volunteers too! It was an engaging & active day at Youlbury, including access to the onsite activities - from pioneering by Oxfordshire Girl Guiding, camp fires, crafts and climbing
there was something for everyone. Our Jamboree contingent were there raising awareness of their forthcoming adventure
to Korea in 2023 and raising funds. Watch out for more information on their fundraising plans and details of how your
Groups or Unit can get involved, the start of which is on page 3.
Training remains as relevant as ever, as reminders come via email could you please make sure your email address is up to
date on Compass. If you aren’t recieving emails about your role from headquarters this may be as a result of unsubscribing
- please note this means you also unsubscribe from key national emails about your DBS checks, essential training modules
and for line managers reminders for those in your teams too. If you think this may be the case for you, you can contact the
info centre to re-subscribe. You can also change the content of your emails via your Compass profile - why not take a look
and make sure you are getting the information you would find most valuable to your role.
We are continuing to deliver first aid training online via the blended approach, details of how this works and how to book
your training can be found on page 4. The County training team are also delivering sessions to support you on all the wood
badge modules, details of the courses in June can be found on page 6. Despite the training team sending reminders 10 days
before the sessions, over the last few months, we have seen an increase in the number of cancellations. So, if you do book
a place, could we kindly ask you to pop it in your diary too! Of course there will be last minute unforeseen circumstances
that means the session cannot be attended, we understand this, but would appreciate it if you could let us know.
Sadly, at the moment we are seeing a high level of non-attendance and cancellations of courses often without any contact it’s really disheartening for those volunteers running the session and can make the session far more difficult to run and less
engaging for participants. As a result we will be looking to cancel courses where there are less than six confirmed participants - its not a decision we have taken lightly but one that will make the sessions more valuable for those attending.
That said, non-compliance of safety and safeguarding training continues to improve - so thank you!
With the Jubilee weekend around the corner, it’s brilliant to see all the planned activities across the County - I hope everyone has a fantastic weekend celebrating and I look forward to hearing about your celebrations and seeing the pictures over
the coming weeks.

Wendy
County Commissioner
cc@oxonscouting.org.uk

The testing hub
As part of Headquarters Skills for Life strategy one of their key aims is to improve the volunteer experience at Scouts, so that
we can attract and retain more volunteers. Throughout 2019 and 2020, we spoke to lots of people - more than 5,000 - both
inside and outside of Scouts, to understand what’s great and what’s not.
The next step is taking that information and looking at changes that could be made. To have your say explore the Testing hub
pages to watch the videos from HQ staff and volunteers involved with the projects, and give your feedback on each video.
Visit the testing hub here.

Worth the wait
After 2 years in the planning stage 12 Scouts and 4 Leaders from the 15th Oxford Scouts, based in Botley, finally embarked
on the much delayed Spring Camp over the Early May Bank Holiday. The setting was The Burrow, a wonderful bunkhouse
with retractable roof set into the hillside at Biblins Campsite in the Wye Valley. Arriving on Friday evening to the now almost traditional first night tea of hot dogs, this was for some their first night away from home, and for many an event that
had been much anticipated as Scouting returns to normality. Games in the dark, a roaring campfire and outdoor experiences
are all very much at the heart of Scouting with the 15th and were very much evident throughout the camp.
Undoubtedly the highlight of camp was the Saturday afternoon, spent canoeing on the River Wye. Activities such as this
aren’t always accessible to Scouts, so the opportunity to paddle up and down the River for a few hours was fantastic. The
river exploration was accompanied by canoe based games of tag, river netball, sprint races and some perilous standing up
(I’m sure some Scouts secretly wanted to fall in but then the weather was glorious!).
As all dried off, and at least for the leaders realised how much they ached from the physical recreation, map work was the
order of the day in preparation for Sundays hike up Symonds Yat. Thankfully the weather was cooler on Sunday, but for all
those who know the area well will appreciate just how much of an incline it us up to Symonds Yat. With typical Scout spirit
everyone used their map reading, navigational skills and camaraderie to make it up to a viewpoint that really is worth the
walk. No peregrine falcons to see on the day, but an ice cream or two was spotted after the walk down to round off the
camp.
With plenty more adventures like this planned for both the 15 th Oxford Cubs and Scouts this year we are always happy to
welcome more young people aged 8 – 18 to experience them with us. For more info or to become an adult volunteer email
xvoxfordscouts@yahoo.co.uk or search for our website on Google.

Tom
15th Oxford Scout Leader

Got a story?
We love to publish real scouting stories, do you have something you would love for us to publish? Get in touch by
emailing us here with your story!

All member online meeting
Join the UK Leadership Team and Executive Leadership Team for our online meetings, giving you the key updates and help to
support you in your role. Tuesday 7 June 2022 7pm-8.30pm . Register here to join the meeting.

Supporting the Jamboree Unit
In the summer of 2023, 36 Oxfordshire Scouts and 4 Leaders will be going to the 25 th World Scout Jamboree in Korea. This is
a unique adventure that will provide them with an experience of a lifetime, camping with 50,000 Scouts from over 200 countries. This is YOUR chance to be part of their experience. To find out what is going on become a Jamboree Mate!
As a Jamboree Mate you will receive:
 Three newsletters – summer 2022, winter 2022/23 and spring/summer 2023
 A postcard from the Jamboree.
 A Jamboree report in the autumn 2023.
All this for a mere £15 (or a higher donation).
Or for £30 (or a higher donation), your Beaver Scout Colony, Cub Scout Pack, Scout Troop, Explorer Scout Unit, Network,
sports club, church, school or any other group of people can become a Corporate Jamboree Mate. This will entitle you to:

 Three newsletters – summer 2022, winter 2022/23 and spring/summer 2023. (posted)
 An A3 poster version of each newsletter suitable for notice boards.
 A postcard from the Jamboree.
 A Jamboree report in the autumn 2023
Please help us to support this amazing experience by becoming a Jamboree Mate.
Download the application form here.

New resources to support your trustee recruitment.
As AGM season approaches, you might be thinking about recruiting new trustees for your Executive Committee. HQ have
created brand new resources to support your local recruitment campaign, including social media posts, a Trustee Info Pack,
and a video encouraging young people to get involved. Take a peek at their recruiting new trustees webpage, and download
their new resources. You may also want to register for their webinar that’s all about recruiting trustees.

Preparing for nights away activities.
Now we’re preparing for our first summer after the pandemic, it’s important we remember the key steps of the Nights Away

process. When planning for nights away, make sure you check disclosures and training for adult volunteers, and consider the
risks involved with your programme. Please check you’ve got a permit holder in place, and you’ve done the Nights Away
Notification Form. You’ll find all the details on the nights away permit scheme page.

Managing members on Compass.
Please remember to keep Compass updated, making sure the contact details of members (phone, numbers, email
and postal addresses) are populated, current and accurate, and that any inactive roles are closed. It’s also helpful
for Group Scout Leaders to note on Compass which night each section meets. Everyone will need a personal
unique email address listed (an email not shared with anyone else like scoutgroup@... or thesmithfamily@...) In
preparation, could you please think about the email addresses being used in your Group and take a moment to
check your own Compass details.

First Aid Courses
It's important that we have members trained in first aid and therefore most volunteers holding a leader, manager or supporter
role should complete the Scouts First Response course or an equivalent external first aid course. It should be completed
and renewed on a three-year basis.
It's best practice to have at least one valid first aider at face-to-face activities. Residential experiences require at least one valid first aider to be on site throughout.
The First Response course is a six-hour course that focuses on three main areas:

1. Life support: The principles of first aid and initial response (arriving and managing an incident), emergency life support,

CPR (including technique for children and an explanation of what AED is and how to use it), management of an unconscious
casualty (child and adult), and choking.

2. Trauma and injury: Shock, bleeding, fractures (ambulance imminent and non-imminent) and sprains, head injuries, dental
incidents, and burns.

3. Major illnesses: Asthma, anaphylaxis, heart attack, stroke, seizures, diabetes, sepsis and meningitis.
The first aid training consists of two modules: 10A - the theory part, and 10B - the practical validation.
In Oxfordshire we are currently following the blended approach to learning which combines a 2.5-hour eLearning course with
a three-hour online session for the theory part of the training (10A). The practical validation (10B) is a short face-to-face session, which covers the practical elements of the life support training.
Hampshire Scouts are providing Module A training for us – the e-learning should be completed first. The online session is a
live video call facilitated by a first aid trainer, with some more detailed knowledge checking exercises and discussions. You can
complete the e-learning here and book on the online Zoom session here.
Module B sessions are running on weekends in June – you can book a session on BookWhen. The sessions are half hour slots
in which you can demonstrate the practical elements of life support.
If you have a relevant first aid certificate from other sources (e.g. work) please send it in to ctm@oxonscouting.org.uk together
with the content of the training completed. A first aid trainer will review and update Compass records accordingly.
Please note higher levels of qualification are needed if delivering first aid training or leading certain kinds of activities in remote environments – whilst we do not offer this locally, we can provide grants to support with the cost. If you would like further information, please contact ctm@oxonscouting.org.uk

Oxfordshire Gang Show at 70!
14th - 18th February 2023 will see us take to the stage for our 70th Show!

Gang Show is a Family Variety Show performed by Scouts and Guides between the ages 8years old to 25 years old. The
show is made up of song and dance numbers that tell a story; comedy sketches for the actors amongst us; dance items.
Everybody in the Gang sings and does basic does moves. We try to give everybody that wants to the chance to sing solos or
in smaller groups, dance, act in sketches. This does depend on numbers but we make every effort to spread the load.
If you have Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network, Leaders between 18 and 25 that enjoy musical theatre, making new friends,
team work, showing off a bit then this might be the activity for them/you!
If you would like to be part of it then you will need to come to one of our get togethers which are on the following dates:
Sunday 10th July 2022 or Sunday 18th September 20222

Times will posted on the website - www.oxfordshiregangshow.org.uk and our FaceBook page - Oxfordshire Gang Show.
To be in the show you need two be a member of The Scout Association or GirlGuiding UK; You need to be 8 years old by
Sunday 12th February 2023 and under 25 on Sunday 12th February 2025.
You need to be available the whole of Show Week - 11th February through to end of 18th February 2023. On the 18th
February there are two shows one at 14:00 and one at 19:00.

Training for all
To support you in your first five months of volunteering with Scouts there are a number of mandatory training modules for you
to complete. You can complete these in any order and they provide vital information about Scouts and our key policies.
The below modules except 3 and 4 can be completed as independent learning and validated by successfully completing the
online assessment at the end of the modules. The certificates produced need sending to a local training manager, training
adviser or to info@oxonscouting.org.uk so that your Compass record can be updated.

Module 1 – Essential information:
The structure and organisation of Scouting
The Purpose, Values and Method of Scouting
Some key facts about our history
The basics of Scouts’ volunteer training scheme
Go to the Essential Information training
Safety (needs renewing every three years)
covers:

General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR):
The rules around what information we may
collect, how we keep information & how we
dispose of information

Go to the online GDPR training
Safeguarding (needs renewing every three
years) covers:

The Safety policy of The Scout Association
Your responsibilities of keeping young people
safe
How to assess and manage risk
What to do in an emergency and how to report
incidents and near misses.
Go to the online Safety training

The Safeguarding policy of The Scout Association
Young People First Safeguarding Card
Code of Practice (Yellow Card)
How to report concerns
What to do to keep Scouts safe

For executive roles: Trustee introduction:

Module 2 - Personal Learning Plan:

The primary functions and responsibilities of an
Executive Committee

For Section Leaders, Assistant Section Leaders
& Manager and Supporter roles.

The role of a trustee
Legal responsibilities and current regulations
(Charity Act & the law)
Go to Trustee Introduction training

Module 3 - Tools for the Role (Section Leaders):
For Section Leaders, Assistant Section Leaders
and Section Assistants.

Takes you through the training journey, allowing you to decide if learning is required for the
other modules.
Book a session on BookWhen
Module 4 - Tools for the Role (Managers and
Supporters):
For all manager and supporter roles

features of sections, youth shaped scouting
& promoting positive behaviour

Information on the role and areas of responsibility including responsibilities of
those you line manage or work closely
with, six areas of leadership and management, managing time and personal skills
and ensuring a quality programme

Book a session on BookWhen

Book a session on BookWhen

Information on the role and areas of responsibility plus some practical help to get
started in the role including

Could your Group do with more volunteers?
The Regional Services Team (RST) are running a series of online workshops designed to help you with adult volunteer recruitment and would like to invite you and your team to them.
You can register for these workshops by clicking here.
We know that following the post-pandemic restart, many volunteers have moved on from Scouting which has left a number of
Groups in a similar predicament regarding recruitment.

Training Dates
Modules 2, 3 & 4 form part of the getting started modules for Sectional roles and Manager and Supporter (M&S) roles, these
are outlined above. Don’t forget module’s 3 & 4 will need to be validated - you can book a session on BookWhen.
The County Training Team are providing the training modules below over the next couple of months to support learning of
all modules or just as a refresher for anyone in role!

Module

Time

Link

7 – Scouting for all

6 June – 7-9:30pm (Online)

Book here

4 – Tools for the Role (M&S)

8 June – 7-8:30pm (Bicester)

Book here

3 – Tools for the Role (Sectional)

8 June – 7-9:30pm (Bicester)

Book here

17 – Running safe activities

9 June – 7-9pm (Online)

Book here

16 – Introduction to residential experiences
13 – Growing the section

14 June – 7-9:30pm (Bicester)

Book here

15 June – 7-9:30pm (Bicester)

Book here

18 – Practical skills

21 June – 7-9:30pm (Bicester)

Book here

Validation session

22 June – 7-8pm (Online)

Book here

Validation session

22 June – 8-9pm (Online)

Book here

37 – Advising on adult appointments
PLP (M&S)

23 June – 7-9:30pm (TBC)

Book here

27 June – 7:-8:30pm (Online)

Book here

PLP (Sectional)

27 June - 7-9pm (Online)

Book here

19 - International

28 June – 7-9:30pm (Online)

Book here

You can see the full range of courses available on BookWhen – more dates will be added shortly for the rest of the year.

Queens Platinum Jubilee challenge
In 2022 we’re celebrating HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. As she
reaches this historic milestone, HM The Queen will have served the
nation for 70 years as monarch.
As HM The Queen is also our Patron, this makes it an extra special
occasion for us as Scouts. We know many of you will want to mark this
moment, and we’d like to help you do that in a way that’s as easy and
rewarding as possible, creating great memories for the future.
As Scouts We’re celebrating the whole year round (why not?). However,
there’ll be a special focus around the extended bank holiday from
Thursday 2 June to Sunday 5 June 2022. This is when communities
across the UK will unite to celebrate the jubilee – the first time any
British monarch has celebrated a reign of 70 years.
Ways to get involved: Take the Platinum challenge
We’re suggesting eight different ways to get involved, one for each of
the letters in 'platinum' offering plenty of choice and flexibility. You can
choose to do as many or as few of these as you like.
•
Plant a Tree
•
Light a Beacon
•
Arrange a Jubilee Lunch
•
Take part in #AMillionHands
•
Invite a local Queens scout to speak to your group
•
Nab the Platinum Jubilee Badge
•
Unite & Celebrate Scouting
•
Mail a Thankyou Letter (To the Queen)
Find out more about the Platinum Jubilee Challenge at https://
www.scouts.org.uk/national-events/celebrate-the-platinum-jubilee-ofhm-the-queen/

Are you a Scout?
Then you won’t want to miss out
on this!
For more info & to register your Patrol NOW, visit

www.cpcw-oxon.events
before it’s too late.

Welcome to Oxfordshire Scouts
We would like to welcome the following new adult volunteers who joined the Oxfordshire Scouting family or
taken on a new role in May 22
Margaret McNiven

Zachary Goodhall

Andy Insley

Robert Beale

Davina Fisher

Daniel Gant

Nigel Press

Benjamin Broadbent

Sally Wright

William Nicholl

Sarah Evans

Harriet Meddows

Jean Barrett

Paul Wilmott

Tom Meddows

Geoffrey Gilley

Nathan Reade

Craig Stephenson

Stuart Broad

Oscar Weekes

Anne Kiernan

Peter Nellist

Jo Hindley

Frenchie Lancelles

Fraser Stokes

Fay Clarke

Andrew Neale

Anthony Allsopp

Lisa Brown

Ken Bedding

Sharon Pallett

Ellie Speakman

Robert Clarkson

Lucy Kennett

Hannah Forse

Jem Todd

Mark Vincent

Mark Davies

Karl Green

Katie Goves

Roz Miles

Brent Seaton

Gemma Seale

Alison Adnams

Jill Seaton

Jo Noble

Chris Leach

Jenny Mnyakazi

Chris Waite

Laura Loveridge

Emma Pugh

Woodbadges
Congratulations to the following adult volunteers who achieved their Woodbadges in April & May
(according to Compass):
Janet Duxbury - District Commissioner
Jill Elliot - District Section Leader
Graham Edwards - Group Scout Leader

Stephen White - Assistant Section Leader - Scouts
Chris Bee - Section Leader - Scouts
Colin Scott - Assistant Section Leader
Kate MacLean - Section Leader - Cub Scouts
Tom Freeman - Section Leader - Scouts
Kerry Brown - Assistant Section Leader

Sarah Staunton-Lamb - District Section Leader - Explorer
Scouts
Sarah Staunton-Lamb - Assistant Section Leader - Scouts

Megan Magrosky - Section Leader - Cub Scouts
Matt ODea - Assistant Section Leader - Beaver Scouts
Ali Turner - Assistant Section Leader - Beaver Scouts
James Laird - Assistant Section Leader - Cub Scouts
Nathan Reade - Assistant Section Leader - Scouts
Sarah Stuart - Section Leader - Cub Scouts

Stay in the loop with all the latest news!

